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Creation versus evolution. Nature versus nurture. Free will versus determinism. Every November at the
University of Chicago, the best minds in the world consider the question that ranks with these as one of the
most enduring of human history: latke or hamantash? This great latke-hamantash debate, occurring every
year for the past six decades, brings Nobel laureates, university presidents, and notable scholars together to
debate whether the potato pancake or the triangular Purim pastry is in fact the worthier food.

What began as an informal gathering is now an institution that has been replicated on campuses nationwide.
Highly absurd yet deeply serious, the annual debate is an
opportunity for both ethnic celebration and academic farce. In poetry, essays, jokes, and revisionist histories,
members of elite American academies attack the latke-versus-hamantash question with intellectual panache
and an unerring sense of humor, if not chutzpah. The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate is the first collection of
the best of these performances, from Martha Nussbaum's paean to both foods—in the style of Hecuba's
Lament—to Nobel laureate Leon Lederman's proclamation on the union of the celebrated dyad. The latke
and the hamantash are here revealed as playing a critical role in everything from Chinese history to the
Renaissance, the works of Jane Austen to constitutional law.

Philosopher and humorist Ted Cohen supplies a wry foreword, while anthropologist Ruth Fredman Cernea
provides historical and social context as well as an overview of the Jewish holidays, latke and hamantash
recipes, and a glossary of Yiddish and Hebrew terms, making the book accessible even to the uninitiated.
The University of Chicago may have split the atom in 1942, but it's still working on the equally significant
issue of the latke versus the hamantash.

“As if we didn’t have enough on our plates, here’s something new to argue about. . . . To have to pick
between sweet and savory, round and triangular, latke and hamantash. How to choose? . . . Thank goodness
one of our great universities—Chicago, no less—is on the case. For more than 60 years, it has staged an
annual latke-hamantash debate. . . . So, is this book funny? Of course it’s funny, even laugh-out-loud funny.
It’s Mickey Katz in academic drag, Borscht Belt with a PhD.”—David Kaufmann, Forward
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From reader reviews:

Linda Davis:

Book is definitely written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate will make
you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some
of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be
thought like that? Have you in search of best book or ideal book with you?

Bonnie Mentzer:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new data. When you read a book you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Elliott Salazar:

The book The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you
can get a lot of advantage. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you may get the point easily after reading
this book.

Valerie Smith:

The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We recommend that
straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in words, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to
get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate nevertheless doesn't
forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts that maybe you
can be certainly one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into fresh stage of crucial considering.
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