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Known as The Boy Colonel, Lieutenant Colonel Douglas Marks, was the youngest battalion
commander in the AIF and highly regarded not only as a future military commander, but as a
business and community leader.

It was a blustery day on the 25th January 1920 at Palm Beach to the north of Sydney and the surf was wild.
Two attempts had already been made to save a young woman caught in an undertow and dragged out when a
young man; skinny, gangly and frail and known to be a poor swimmer, threw off his coat and shoes and
raced into the surf. As his fianc?e and young nephew watched, the sea closed over him and he disappeared.
His body was never recovered.

This was the sad and tragic fate of a gallant, highly decorated and promising young man named Douglas
Gray Marks. And it was a great loss to a nation whose manhood had been decimated and where the pain of
the war remained evident and raw.

Douglas Marks was born in 1895 and educated at Fort Street High School. He had, like so many enthusiastic
and patriotic young men, basic military training when he turned up at the drill hall in Rozelle two days after
the declaration of war. Before embarking in November 1914, he had received his commission as a Second
Lieutenant in the AIF.

After a period of training in Egypt, he embarked for the Gallipoli peninsula and landed on the second day.
Spending a great deal of time in the dangerous frontline trenches at Quinn's Post where he was wounded, he
remained on Gallipoli until the evacuation in December of that year. Just twenty years old, he was seen as an
inspirational young officer, promoted to captain and given acting command of his battalion.

Marks then travelled back to Egypt, saw the re-organisation of his beloved 13th battalion and the raising of
its sister battalion, the 45th. Sailing from Alexandria, he crossed the Mediterranean to Marseilles and took
the train to the north of France and the nursery areas around Armentieres and Bois Grenier.

From here, Douglas Marks found himself in the worst battles that the AIF were to fight in: Pozieres and
Moquet Farm, Flers, Gueudecourt, Stormy Trench and Bullecourt on the Somme. He then travelled north and
was part of the horrendous battles around Ypres in Flanders in 1917: Messines, Polygon Wood, Hollebeke
and Passchendaele. Back on the Somme in early 1918, he fought at Villers Bretonneux, Le Hamel, the Battle
of Amiens from the 8th August and in the fighting through to the withdrawal of his battalion in September
1918.

By this time he had been wounded a number of times, was promoted to Lieutenant Colonel, was the
commander of his battalion and had been decorated with a Military Cross, a Distinguished Service Order, the
Serbian Order of the White Eagle and had been mentioned in despatches.

He returned to Australia and to civilian life in late 1918. In 1919 he became engaged to "Queenie" and in
January 1920, took that fateful journey to Palm Beach. Though we do not know what happened to
"Queenie", his distraught mother never came out of her house again.
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From reader reviews:

Richard Crowe:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This The Youngest Battalion Commander in the AIF book is readable by
simply you who hate the straight word style. You will find the details here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer regarding
The Youngest Battalion Commander in the AIF content conveys objective easily to understand by most
people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different in the form of it. So , do
you still thinking The Youngest Battalion Commander in the AIF is not loveable to be your top collection
reading book?

Kenneth Poor:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Youngest Battalion Commander in the AIF the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in every aspect that maybe not known for but surely can be your mind friends. Imaging every
word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and explanation which maybe you
never get previous to. The The Youngest Battalion Commander in the AIF giving you yet another experience
more than blown away your head but also giving you useful facts for your better life with this era. So now let
us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are
finished reading it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Sara Pacheco:

The Youngest Battalion Commander in the AIF can be one of your nice books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Youngest Battalion Commander in
the AIF nevertheless doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based
confirm resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial imagining.

Donald Thomas:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this The Youngest Battalion Commander
in the AIF publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you, dripping every ideas and
writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism The Youngest Battalion
Commander in the AIF as good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one
publication that can break don't ascertain book by its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense
to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet



another sixth sense.
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