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A diagnosis of cancer leads to healing and transformation in the Amazon jungle

• Explains in vivid detail De Wys’s experience of being healed from cancer through visionary ayahuasca
rituals in Ecuador

• Describes her apprenticeship and relationship with the shaman who cured her

• Explores the ways this spiritual medicine can heal the emotional origins of disease now plaguing our
modern technological culture

• Chosen as one of the “Top 10 Books of the New Edge” by Jonathan Talat Phillips on The Huffington Post

When composer and Bard College music professor Margaret De Wys learned she had breast cancer, the
diagnosis shattered her comfortable life. Seized by fear, crushed by existential loneliness, she couldn’t
respond when her loved ones reached out to her. To everyone’s concern, the illness propelled her away from
her family and deep into the Amazon to work with Carlos, a charismatic Shuar shaman and master of
medicina milenaria, an ancient mystical tradition with a highly sophisticated and precise technology of
healing. In Black Smoke, De Wys writes of her amazing encounter with Carlos as he guided her into a world
of potent visionary plants, harrowing initiations, ritual purification, and miraculous healings, including the
complete disappearance of her cancer. It was, as Carlos called it, “the path of the warrior.”

Sharing a journey not only through cancer but also through self-transformation, De Wys provides an intimate
inside look at the shamanic ceremonies of ayahuasca and the ways this spiritual medicine can heal the
emotional origins of disease now plaguing our modern technological culture. Capturing her physical,
emotional, and “holy voyage” through a world that differs vastly from our own in its perception of healing
and wholeness, she offers a revealing chronicle of spiritual insight and a trenchant exploration of the limits
of idealism. She not only provides a probing look at how our society can learn and benefit from indigenous
wisdom but also weaves a cautionary tale about how potentially dangerous it is--on both sides--to try to cross
those frontiers.
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From reader reviews:

Bethel Stockton:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Black Smoke: Healing and Ayahuasca
Shamanism in the Amazon is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Gary Johnson:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their very own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled Black Smoke: Healing and Ayahuasca Shamanism in
the Amazon can be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Frank Arnett:

Black Smoke: Healing and Ayahuasca Shamanism in the Amazon can be one of your beginner books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the
information. The article writer giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing Black
Smoke: Healing and Ayahuasca Shamanism in the Amazon however doesn't forget the main level, giving the
reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be considered one of it.
This great information could drawn you into fresh stage of crucial imagining.

Harrison Bowman:

Beside this specific Black Smoke: Healing and Ayahuasca Shamanism in the Amazon in your phone, it could
give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you are
going to got here is fresh from your oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an old people live in
narrow community. It is good thing to have Black Smoke: Healing and Ayahuasca Shamanism in the
Amazon because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you
rarely get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this inside your
hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. So do you still
want to miss this? Find this book and also read it from currently!
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