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Car Safety Wars is a gripping history of the hundred-year struggle to improve the safety of American
automobiles and save lives on the highways. Described as the “equivalent of war” by the Supreme Court, the
battle involved the automobile industry, unsung and long-forgotten safety heroes, at least six US Presidents,
a reluctant Congress, new auto technologies, and, most of all, the mindset of the American public: would
they demand and be willing to pay for safer cars? The “Car Safety Wars” were at first won by consumers and
safety advocates. The major victory was the enactment in 1966 of a ground breaking federal safety law. The
safety act was pushed through Congress over the bitter objections of car manufacturers by a major scandal
involving General Motors, its private detectives, Ralph Nader, and a gutty cigar-chomping old politician.
The act is a success story for government safety regulation. It has cut highway death and injury rates by over
seventy percent in the years since its enactment, saving more than two million lives and billions of taxpayer
dollars.

But the car safety wars have never ended. GM has recently been charged with covering up deadly defects
resulting in multiple ignition switch shut offs. Toyota has been fined for not reporting fatal unintended
acceleration in many models. Honda and other companies have—for years—sold cars incorporating
defective air bags. These current events, suggesting a failure of safety regulation, may serve to warn us that
safety laws and agencies created with good intentions can be corrupted and strangled over time.

This book suggests ways to avoid this result, but shows that safer cars and highways are a hard road to travel.
We are only part of the way home.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Bode:

This Car Safety Wars: One Hundred Years of Technology, Politics, and Death are reliable for you who want
to be considered a successful person, why. The explanation of this Car Safety Wars: One Hundred Years of
Technology, Politics, and Death can be one of several great books you must have is usually giving you more
than just simple reading food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your
conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Car Safety Wars: One Hundred Years of
Technology, Politics, and Death forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary,
giving you trial run of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and
luxuriate in reading.

Corinne Parsons:

Reading a book to become new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and also soon. The Car
Safety Wars: One Hundred Years of Technology, Politics, and Death will give you a new experience in
looking at a book.

Michele Williams:

Is it you actually who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Car Safety Wars: One Hundred
Years of Technology, Politics, and Death can be the response, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a geek activity. So what
these publications have than the others?

Fannie Vincent:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. This Car Safety Wars: One Hundred Years of Technology, Politics, and
Death can give you a lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't
and make an individual more like an interesting person. This book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more
than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have Car Safety Wars: One
Hundred Years of Technology, Politics, and Death.
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