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This is the first general and theoretical study devoted entirely to portraiture. Drawing on a broad range of
images from Antiquity to the twentieth century, which includes paintings, sculptures, prints, cartoons,
postage stamps, medals, documents and photographs, Richard Brilliant investigates the genre as a particular
phenomenon in Western art that is especially sensitive to changes in the perceived nature of the individual in
society.

The author's argument on behalf of portraiture (and he draws on examples by such artists as Botticelli,
Rembrandt, Matisse, Warhol and Hockney) does not comprise a mere survey of the genre, nor is it a
straightforward history of its reception. Instead, Brilliant presents a thematic and cogent analysis of the
connections between the subject-matter of portraits and the beholder's response – the response he or she
makes to the image itself and to the person it represents. Portraiture's extraordinary longevity and resilience
as a genre is a testament to the power of this imaginative transaction between the subject, the artist and the
beholder.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Grant:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? That's why, you
can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed
Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture)? Maybe it is to become best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have other opinion?

Michael Farrell:

The book Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture) can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book Portraiture (Reaktion
Books - Essays in Art and Culture)? Some of you have a different opinion about e-book. But one aim that
book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book.
Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture) has simple shape however, you know:
it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it
is very wonderful.

Floyd Lipp:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled Portraiture (Reaktion Books - Essays in Art and Culture) can be fine book to
read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Bruce Smith:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This Portraiture (Reaktion Books -
Essays in Art and Culture) is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when one buys this book.
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