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Hailed by her contemporaries as the most popular animal-painter, male or female, of the nineteenth century,
the French artist Rosa Bonheur (1822-99) lived to see her name become a household word. In a century that
did its best to keep women "in their place," Bonheur, like George Sand--to whom she was often compared--
defined herself outside of the social and legal codes of her time. To the horror and bewilderment of many,
she earned her own money, managed her own property, wore trousers, hunted, smoked, and lived in retreat
with female companions in a little chateau near Fountainebleau named The Domain of Perfect Affection.
Rosa Bonheur: The Artist's (Auto)Biography brings this extraordinary woman to life in a unique blend of
biography and autobiography. Coupling her own memories with Bonheur's first-person account, Anna
Klumpke, a young American artist who was Bonheur's lover and chosen portraitist, recounts how she came
to meet and fall in love with Bonheur. Bonheur's account of her own life story, set nicely within Klumpke's
narrative, sheds light on such topics as gender formation, institutional changes in the art world, governmental
intervention in the arts, the social and legal regulation of dress codes, and the perceived transgressive nature
of female sexual companionship in a repressive society, all with the distinctive flavor of Bonheur's artistic
personality.
Gretchen van Slyke's translation provides a rare glimpse into the unconventional life of this famous French
painter, and renders accessible for the first time in English this public statement of Bonheur's artistic credo.
More importantly, whether judged by her century's standards (or perhaps even our own), it details a story of
lesbian love that is bold, unconventional, and courageous.
"The remarkable life of Rosa Bonheur, one of the most highly decorated artists and certainly the best known
female artist of her time in nineteenth-century France, is long overdue for further scrutiny." --Therese Dolan,
Temple University
Gretchen van Slyke is Associate Professor of French, University of Vermont.
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From reader reviews:

Percy Cole:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Sure,
you can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Rosa Bonheur: The
Artist's (Auto)biography? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend
your time together with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or
you have some other opinion?

Jim Moffett:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make you more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Rosa
Bonheur: The Artist's (Auto)biography, you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours
publication. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a book.

Gary McKinney:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can share their
idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their particular reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only situation that share in the guides. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
expertise in writing, they also doing some research before they write to the book. One of them is this Rosa
Bonheur: The Artist's (Auto)biography.

Thelma Davis:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Rosa Bonheur: The Artist's
(Auto)biography can be the solution, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are so out of date, spending
your extra time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications
have than the others?
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