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The first full-length portrait of the marriage of Abraham and Mary Todd Lincoln in more than fifty years,
The Lincolns is a fascinating new work of American history by Daniel Mark Epstein, an award-winning
biographer and poet known for his passionate understanding of the Civil War period.

Although the private lives of political couples have in our era become front-page news, the true story of this
extraordinary and tragic first family has never been fully told. The Lincolns eclipses earlier accounts with
riveting new information that makes husband and wife, president and first lady, come alive in all their proud
accomplishments and earthy humanity.

Epstein gives a fresh close-up view of the couple’s life in Springfield, Illinois (of their twenty-two years of
marriage, all but six were spent there). We witness the troubled courtship of an aristocratic and bewitching
Southern belle and a struggling young lawyer who concealed his great ambition with self-deprecating humor;
the excitement and confusion of the newlyweds as they begin their marriage in a small room above a tavern,
and the early signs of Mary’s instability and Lincoln’s moodiness; their joyful creation of a home on the
edge of town as Lincoln builds his law practice and makes his first forays into politics. We discover their
consuming ambition as Lincoln achieves celebrity status during his famed debates with Stephen A. Douglas,
which lead to Lincoln’s election to the presidency.

The Lincolns’ ascent to the White House brought both dazzling power and the slow, secret unraveling of the
couple’s unique bond. The Lincolns dramatizes certain well-known events with stunning new immediacy:
Mary’s shopping sprees, her defrauding of the public treasury to increase her budget, and her jealousy, which
made enemies for her and problems for the president. Yet she was also a brilliant hostess who transformed
the shabby White House into a social center crucial to the Union’s success. After the death of their little boy,
not a year after Lincoln took office, Mary turned for solace to spirit mediums, but her grief drove her to the
edge of madness. In the end, there was little left of the Lincolns’ relationship save their enduring devotion to
each other and to their surviving children.

Written with enormous sweep and striking imagery, The Lincolns is an unforgettable epic set at the center of
a crucial American administration. It is also a heartbreaking story of how time and adversity can change
people, and of how power corrupts not only morals but affections. Daniel Mark Epstein’s The Lincolns
makes two immortal American figures seem as real and human as the rest of us.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

William Fugate:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Sure, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to endure than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading a new book, we give you this The Lincolns: Portrait of a
Marriage book as beginner and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a
book.

Virginia Combs:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and move ahead.
Some of you maybe will certainly update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for yourself but
the problems coming to you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This The Lincolns:
Portrait of a Marriage is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, since this book
serves what you want and wish in this era.

Samuel Puckett:

The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her
effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage
but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.

Oscar Barr:

Is it you who having spare time and then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just resting
on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage can be the answer, oh
how comes? It's a book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand
new era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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