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Lipsky, a Rolling Stone writer and an award-winning novelist, chronicles daily life at the U.S. Military
Academy during the most tumultuous period in its history.

In 1998, West Point made David Lipsky an unprecedented offer: stay at the Academy as long as you like, go
wherever you wish, talk to whomever you want, to discover why some of America's most promising young
people sacrifice so much to become cadets. Lipsky followed one cadet class into mess halls, barracks,
classrooms, bars, and training exercises, from arrival through graduation. By telling their stories, he also
examines the Academy as a reflection of our society: Are its principles of equality, patriotism, and honor
quaint anachronisms or is it still, as Theodore Roosevelt called it, the most "absolutely American"
institution?
During arguably the most eventful four years in West Point's history, Lipsky witnesses the arrival of TVs and
phones in dorm rooms, the end of hazing, and innumerable other shifts in policy and practice known
collectively as The Changes. He uncovers previously unreported scandals and poignantly evokes the
aftermath of September 11, when cadets must prepare to become officers in wartime.
Absolutely American spotlights a remarkable ensemble of characters: a former Eagle Scout who struggles
with every facet of the program, from classwork to marching; a foul-mouthed party animal who hates the
military and came to West Point to play football; a farm-raised kid who seems to be the perfect soldier,
despite his affection for the early work of Georgia O’Keeffe; and an exquisitely turned-out female cadet who
aspires to "a career in hair and nails" after the Army. These cadets and their classmates are transformed in
fascinating, sometimes astonishing, ways by one of America's most mythologized and least understood
challenges. Many of them thrive under the rigorous regimen; others battle endlessly just to survive it. A few
give up the fight altogether.
Lipsky's extensive experience covering college students for Rolling Stone helped him gain an exceptional
degree of trust and candor from both cadets and administrators. They offer frank insights on drug use,
cheating, romance, loyalty, duty, patriotism, and the Army's tortuous search for meaning as new threats
loom.
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From reader reviews:

Alvin Maltby:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Absolutely American: Four Years at West Point. You can
choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book
Absolutely American: Four Years at West Point. You can add understanding and of course you can around
the world by a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can know everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book.
You may use it when you feel bored to go to the library. Let's go through.

Nellie Wellborn:

The book Absolutely American: Four Years at West Point will bring one to the new experience of reading
some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find new book
to study, this book very suited to you. The book Absolutely American: Four Years at West Point is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Greg Christenson:

Absolutely American: Four Years at West Point can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. Many
of us recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to get every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Absolutely
American: Four Years at West Point however doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
along with based confirm resource information that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great
information can drawn you into new stage of crucial considering.

Wanda Pence:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because book
has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your research, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Absolutely American: Four Years at West Point will give you new experience in studying a book.
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