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The major role played by a technocratic elite in Chilean politics was perhaps most controversial when the
“Chicago Boys” ran the economic program of Augusto Pinochet’s military regime from 1973 to 1990. But
technocrats did not suddenly come upon the scene when Pinochet engineered the coup against Salvador
Allende’s government. They had long been important contributors to Chile’s approach to the challenges of
economic development.

In this book, political scientist and historian Patricio Silva examines their part in the story of twentieth-
century Chile. Even before industrialization had begun in Chile, the impact of positivism and the idea of
“scientific government” gained favor with Chilean intellectuals in the late nineteenth century. The
technocrats who emerged from this background became the main architects designing the industrial policies
of the state through the Ibáñez government (1927–31), the state-led industrialization project of the late 1930s
and 1940s, the Frei and Allende administrations, Pinochet’s dictatorship, and the return to democracy from
the Aylwin administration to the present. Thus, contrary to the popular belief inspired by the dominance of
the Chicago Boys, technocrats have not only been the tools of authoritarian leaders but have also been
important players in sustaining democratic rule. As Silva shows, technocratic ideology in Chile has been
quite compatible with the interests and demands of the large middle classes, who have always defended
meritocratic values and educational achievements above the privileges provided by social backgrounds. And
for most of the twentieth century, technocrats have provided a kind of buffer zone between contending
political forces, thereby facilitating the functioning of Chilean democracy in the past and the present.
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From reader reviews:

John Lien:

In other case, little people like to read book In the Name of Reason: Technocrats and Politics in Chile. You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a book
In the Name of Reason: Technocrats and Politics in Chile. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize everything! From
your country until foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you are
able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or maybe searching by internet gadget. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's study.

Howard Joyce:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't wish
do that. You must know how great along with important the book In the Name of Reason: Technocrats and
Politics in Chile. All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
methods or other social media.

Eva Sexton:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to a person is you don't know which you should start with. This In the Name of Reason:
Technocrats and Politics in Chile is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this
book serves what you want and want in this era.

Edmund Hillman:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now could
be taking seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive
the unstable resource then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen in you if you take In the Name of Reason: Technocrats and Politics in
Chile as the daily resource information.
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