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When Fort Sumter fell to Confederate troops in April 1861, most states quickly declared their allegiances to
the North or South. Kentucky, however, assumed an antiwar posture that outlasted Fort Sumter by five
months, begrudgingly joining the Union cause only when Confederate troops marched into the state and
seized the town of Columbus. With its hesitancy to make an immediate commitment and faced with the
conflicting sentiments of its people, Kentucky stood as a microcosm of the nationAEs dilemma. In the first
comprehensive examination of KentuckyAEs secession crisis in nearly ninety years, Gary R. Matthews
examines the antebellum social, economic, and political issues that distinguished Kentucky from the rest of
the slave and border states, identifying it instead with a national perspective and its own peculiar form of
Unionism. On the eve of the Civil War, KentuckyAEs affinity for the South was based on historical and
cultural similarities, including the presence of slavery and a powerful omaster class.o However, the planter
class that dominated early Kentucky was supplanted in the 1830s by an urban middle class that challenged
both the need for slavery and the authority of the master class. Matthews analyzes the dichotomy of these
two groups, examines emancipation efforts in Kentucky, and explores the intricacies of Whig politics to
show how Kentucky differed from the osoutherno model in significant ways. He also explains how
geographical components, most importantly the southern Appalachian Mountains and the Ohio-Mississippi
River system, helped define KentuckyAEs singular role in antebellum America. As Matthews shows,
Kentuckians desired both Union and slavery, and saw secession as a threat to both. The stateAEs unique
political and economic identities had been established long before the sectional crisis, and its self-interests
could be best served in a national as opposed to a sectional environment. By choosing neutrality and then
Unionism, the Kentucky of 1861 proved it was more American than southern.
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From reader reviews:

Dorothy Pearce:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is reading a book. Think about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe exercise. Well, probably
you will want this More American than Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American
Ideology, 1828-1861.

Craig Chivers:

Here thing why this kind of More American than Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American
Ideology, 1828-1861 are different and trusted to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it
depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. More American than
Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861 giving you information
deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with More
American than Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861. It gives you
thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is
probably can be happened around you. You can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your
means home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of More
American than Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861 in e-book
can be your alternate.

Steven Cordell:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. That More American than Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the
War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861 can give you a lot of buddies because by you investigating this
one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book
can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you information that possibly your friend
doesn't understand, by knowing more than various other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let
us have More American than Southern: Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-
1861.

Mellisa Holden:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book seemed to be rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but in addition novel and More American than Southern: Kentucky,



Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861 or even others sources were given understanding
for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to include their
knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes More American than Southern:
Kentucky, Slavery, and the War for an American Ideology, 1828-1861 to make your spare time considerably
more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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