
Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down
California

William deBuys

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267


Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California

William deBuys

Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California William deBuys

In low places consequences collect, and in all North America you cannot get much lower than the Imperial
Valley of southern California, where one town, 186 feet below sea level, calls itself the Lowest Down City in
the Western Hemisphere, and where the waters of the Colorado River sustain a billion-dollar agricultural
industry. The consequences of that industry drain from the valley into the accidentally man-made Salton Sea,
California's largest lake and a vital stopping place for migratory waterfowl. Today the Salton Sea is in
desperate environmental trouble.

A second river also ends in the Salton Sea. It is a river of dreams, the remains of which may be seen in the
failed real estate developments that sprawl beside the sea. As the ending point of both the real Colorado and
this river of dreams, the Salton Sea has become emblematic of much of the history of the American West. Its
troubling story is masterfully told here in William deBuys's narrative and Joan Myers's austerely beautiful
photographs.

The story of Southern California is fundamentally a story about the control of nature. Beginning with the
Yuman-speaking tribes encountered by the Spanish in the sixteenth century, deBuys traces the subsequent
exploration and development of the region through the Gold Rush of 1849, the government-sponsored
surveys that followed, and the inept tinkering with the river by an assortment of irrigation and development
interests that resulted in the floods that formed the Salton Sea nearly a century ago. He introduces us to a
gallery of rogues and dreamers who saw a great future for this arid wilderness but could never refrain from
interference with the forces of nature.

The floods that produced the Salton Sea created a vast desert oasis, but the agricultural exploitation of the
region, combined with evaporation, poisoned that paradise. The stark beauty of the desert, the engineering
feats that have transformed the landscape, and the eerie spectacle of Salton City and its ruined beaches and
abandoned yacht club are the subject of Myers's photographs, made over a period of more than ten years. In
the last section of Salt Dreams, deBuys acquaints us with the human and avian denizens of the region, all
struggling for survival as the twentieth century draws to a close. The history of chicanery and greed
recounted in deBuys's narrative and his empathy with the desert dwellers he and Myers have come to know--
hardworking laborers and entrepreneurs who live on both sides of the Mexicali border, eccentrics hiding out
in the Salton Desert, pelicans dying of avian botulism--are crucial to an understanding of the border issues of
today and the impassioned environmental debate on whether--and how--to save the Salton Sea.

 Download Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California ...pdf

 Read Online Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down Californ ...pdf

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=0826321267


Download and Read Free Online Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California William
deBuys

From reader reviews:

Myron Abbott:

The guide untitled Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California is the book that recommended to
you to learn. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that writer
use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study
when write the book, so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You
also might get the e-book of Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California from the publisher to
make you more enjoy free time.

Christopher Arredondo:

Beside that Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California in your phone, it might give you a way to
get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small town. It
is good thing to have Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you would not get what it's exactly about.
Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here cannot be
questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss it? Find this book and read it
from now!

Jewel Williams:

This Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California is new way for you who has interest to look for
some information since it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you
know or perhaps you who still having little digest in reading this Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-
Down California can be the light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy
to get by means of anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel tired even dizzy this
book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find what you
are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for your
better life as well as knowledge.

Victor Hubbard:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to
as of book Salt Dreams: Land and Water in Low-Down California. You can add your knowledge by it.
Without leaving the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most
critical that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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