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Salt in the Sand is a compelling historical ethnography of the interplay between memory and state violence
in the formation of the Chilean nation-state. The historian and anthropologist Lessie Jo Frazier focuses on
northern Chile, which figures prominently in the nation’s history as a site of military glory during the period
of national conquest, of labor strikes and massacres in the late nineteenth century and early twentieth, and of
state detention and violence during World War II and the Cold War. It was also the site of a mass-grave
excavation that galvanized the national human rights movement in 1990, during Chile’s transition from
dictatorship to democracy. Frazier analyzes the creation of official and alternative memories of specific
instances of state violence in northern Chile from 1890 to the present, tracing how the form and content of
those memories changed over time. In so doing, she shows how memory works to create political
subjectivities mobilized for specific political projects within what she argues is the always-ongoing process
of nation-state formation. Frazier’s broad historical perspective on political culture challenges the
conventional periodization of modern Chilean history, particularly the idea that the 1973 military coup
marked a radical break with the past.

Analyzing multiple memories of state violence, Frazier innovatively shapes social and cultural theory to
interpret a range of sources, including local and national government archives, personal papers, popular
literature and music, interviews, architectural and ceremonial commemorations, and her ethnographic
observations of civic associations, women's and environmental groups, and human rights organizations. A
masterful integration of extensive empirical research with sophisticated theoretical analysis, Salt in the Sand
is a significant contribution to interdisciplinary scholarship on human rights, democratization, state
formation, and national trauma and reconciliation.
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From reader reviews:

David Soto:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice through surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while
is reading. Sure, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading a new book, we give you that Salt in the Sand: Memory,
Violence, and the Nation-State in Chile, 1890 to the Present (Politics, History, and Culture) book as basic
and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Armando Mosley:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This Salt in the Sand: Memory, Violence, and the Nation-State in Chile,
1890 to the Present (Politics, History, and Culture) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word
style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable looking at experience without leaving perhaps
decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer connected with Salt in the Sand: Memory,
Violence, and the Nation-State in Chile, 1890 to the Present (Politics, History, and Culture) content conveys
objective easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the information
but it just different as it. So , do you continue to thinking Salt in the Sand: Memory, Violence, and the
Nation-State in Chile, 1890 to the Present (Politics, History, and Culture) is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Anthony Alfaro:

The book untitled Salt in the Sand: Memory, Violence, and the Nation-State in Chile, 1890 to the Present
(Politics, History, and Culture) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the girl idea with
easy means. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to
read this. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of literary
works. It is possible to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or program, so you can
read the book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official
web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

John Fouts:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but novel and Salt in the Sand: Memory, Violence, and the
Nation-State in Chile, 1890 to the Present (Politics, History, and Culture) as well as others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the fantastic a book, you feel need to read more and more.



Science publication was created for teacher or even students especially. Those publications are helping them
to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Salt in the Sand:
Memory, Violence, and the Nation-State in Chile, 1890 to the Present (Politics, History, and Culture) to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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