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In late nineteenth-century Mexico the Mexican populace was fascinated with the country’s booming railroad
network. Newspapers and periodicals were filled with art, poetry, literature, and social commentaries
exploring the symbolic power of the railroad. As a symbol of economic, political, and industrial
modernization, the locomotive served to demarcate a nation’s status in the world. However, the dangers of
locomotive travel, complicated by the fact that Mexico’s railroads were foreign owned and operated, meant
that the railroad could also symbolize disorder, death, and foreign domination.

In The Civilizing Machine Michael Matthews explores the ideological and cultural milieu that shaped the
Mexican people’s understanding of technology. Intrinsically tied to the Porfiriato, the thirty-five-year
dictatorship of Gen. Porfirio Díaz, the booming railroad network represented material progress in a country
seeking its place in the modern world. Matthews discloses how the railroad’s development represented the
crowning achievement of the regime and the material incarnation of its mantra, “order and progress.” The
Porfirian administration evoked the railroad in legitimizing and justifying its own reign, while political
opponents employed the same rhetorical themes embodied by the railroads to challenge the manner in which
that regime achieved economic development and modernization. As Matthews illustrates, the multiple
symbols of the locomotive reflected deepening social divisions and foreshadowed the conflicts that
eventually brought about the Mexican Revolution.
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From reader reviews:

Tommie Payton:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't wish do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The
Civilizing Machine: A Cultural History of Mexican Railroads, 1876-1910 (The Mexican Experience). All
type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet sources or other social
media.

Nancy Tandy:

The book The Civilizing Machine: A Cultural History of Mexican Railroads, 1876-1910 (The Mexican
Experience) has a lot associated with on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of
gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research ahead of write this
book. This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after scanning this book.

Yvonne Matz:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you may have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Civilizing Machine: A Cultural
History of Mexican Railroads, 1876-1910 (The Mexican Experience), it is possible to enjoy both. It is
excellent combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading friends.

Frederick Cagle:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you read
a book you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your research, you can read education books, but
if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The
The Civilizing Machine: A Cultural History of Mexican Railroads, 1876-1910 (The Mexican Experience)
provide you with new experience in examining a book.
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