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Historian, philosopher, critic, playwright, journalist, and actor, Egon Friedell was a key figure in the
extraordinary flowering of Viennese culture between the two world wars. His masterpiece, A Cultural
History of the Modern Age, demonstrates the intellectual universality that Friedell saw as guarantor of the
continuity and regeneration of European civilization.

Following a brilliant opening essay on cultural history and why it should be studied, the first volume begins
with an analysis of the transformation of the Medieval mind as it evolved from the Black Death to the Thirty
Years War. The emphasis is on the spiritual and cultural vortex of civilization, but Friedell never forgets the
European roots in pestilence, death, and superstition that animate a contrary drive toward reason, refinement,
intellectual curiosity, and scientific knowledge. While these values reached their apogee during the
Renaissance, Friedell shows that each cultural victory is precarious, and Europe was always in danger of
slipping back into barbarism. Friedell's historical vision embraces the whole of Western culture and its
development. It is a consistent probing for the divine in the world's course and is, therefore, theology; it is
research into the basic forces of the human soul and is, therefore, psychology; it is the most illuminating
presentation of the forms of state and society and, therefore, is politics; the most varied collection of all art-
creations and is, therefore, aesthetics.

Thomas Mann regarded Friedell as one of the great stylists in the German language. Like the works of the
great novelist, A Cultural History of the Modern Age offers a dramatic history of the last six centuries,
showing the driving forces of each age. The new introduction provides a fascinating biographical sketch of
Friedell and his cultural milieu and analyzes his place in intellectual history.
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From reader reviews:

Jose Goodell:

This book untitled A Cultural History of the Modern Age: Renaissance and Reformation to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read
this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your
list.

Francine Nott:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both day to day life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity
do you have when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the book
you have read is definitely A Cultural History of the Modern Age: Renaissance and Reformation.

Mindy Munson:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting A Cultural History of the Modern
Age: Renaissance and Reformation that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this
book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world much
better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading addiction
only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of
you who want to start looking at as your good habit, it is possible to pick A Cultural History of the Modern
Age: Renaissance and Reformation become your current starter.

Daryl Steele:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You
can choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
identified as of book A Cultural History of the Modern Age: Renaissance and Reformation. You can
contribute your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make a
person happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about publication. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.
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