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This first comprehensive study of Chicanas encountering the U.S. criminal justice system is set within the
context of the international war on drugs as witnessed at street level in Chicana/o barrios. Chicana Lives and
Criminal Justice uses oral history to chronicle the lives of twenty-four Chicana pintas (prisoners/former
prisoners) repeatedly arrested and incarcerated for non-violent, low-level economic and drug-related crimes.
It also provides the first documentation of the thirty-four-year history of Sybil Brand Institute, Los Angeles'
former women's jail.

In a time and place where drug war policies target people of color and their communities, drug-addicted
Chicanas are caught up in an endless cycle of police abuse, arrest, and incarceration. They feel the impact of
mandatory sentencing laws, failing social services and endemic poverty, violence, racism, and gender
discrimination. The women in this book frankly discuss not only their jail experiences, but also their family
histories, involvement with gangs, addiction to drugs, encounters with the juvenile and adult criminal justice
systems, and their successful and unsuccessful attempts to recover from addiction and reconstitute fractured
families. The Chicanas' stories underscore the amazing resilience and determination that have allowed many
of the women to break the cycle of abuse. Díaz-Cotto also makes policy recommendations for those who
come in contact with Chicanas/Latinas caught in the criminal justice system.
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From reader reviews:

John Barrow:

This Chicana Lives and Criminal Justice: Voices from El Barrio is brand new way for you who has interest
to look for some information because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having little digest in reading this Chicana Lives and
Criminal Justice: Voices from El Barrio can be the light food to suit your needs because the information
inside this particular book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form which is
reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in reserve form make them
feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication
especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss this!
Just read this e-book variety for your better life as well as knowledge.

Travis Mahon:

You may get this Chicana Lives and Criminal Justice: Voices from El Barrio by look at the bookstore or
Mall. Just viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for ones knowledge.
Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this
book simply by e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your book. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose correct ways
for you.

Millie Goodman:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that concern
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you
know that little person including reading or as studying become their hobby. You must know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge,
except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Different
categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them are these claims Chicana Lives and
Criminal Justice: Voices from El Barrio.

Candace Hernandez:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source this filled update
of news. With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From
media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just seeking the Chicana Lives and Criminal Justice: Voices from El Barrio when you
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