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Shows how John Dewey’s visit to China from 1919 to 1921 influenced his social and political thought.

Combining biography with philosophy, this book explores John Dewey’s two-year trip to China
(1919–1921) and its legacy for him as a teacher and a learner. Jessica Ching-Sze Wang looks at how Dewey
was received in China, what he learned, and how he was changed as a result. She examines the intriguing
dynamics shaping China’s reactions to Dewey and Dewey’s interpretations of China, and details the evolving
process in which Dewey came to understand China on its own terms, rather than from Eurocentric
perspectives. Tracing China’s influence on Dewey, Wang considers how his visit contributed to the
subsequent development of his social and political philosophy. China provided a unique vantage point for
Dewey to observe international politics, which led him to reconsider the meaning of internationalism. Also,
his exposure to Chinese communal culture enabled him to reject the Western preoccupation with democracy
in politics and to emphasize democracy as all-encompassing culture. Finally, Wang discusses how Dewey’s
own observations and appraisals of Chinese society can give credence to the notion of Confucian democracy
for China.

“[John Dewey in China] provides a detailed historical and philosophical perspective on the content and
consequences of Dewey’s visit to China. It is worthwhile reading for scholars who are interested in the real-
world applications of Dewey’s philosophy, Chinese intellectual history in the early 20th century, or the way
in which democracy has been understood and interpreted in different cultural contexts.” — China Quarterly

“The author pays careful attention to the details of the reception and influence of John Dewey’s lectures in
China and to the political, social, and personal contexts that shaped China’s reaction to Dewey and Dewey’s
reaction to China. There is no book as complete as this one for treating what Dewey taught and learned in
China.” — Richard Shusterman, author of Practicing Philosophy: Pragmatism and the Philosophical Life

Jessica Ching-Sze Wang is Assistant Professor of Education and Philosophy at National Chiayi University in
Taiwan.
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

This John Dewey in China: To Teach and to Learn (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) book
is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by
reading this book is actually information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting
deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. This kind of John Dewey in China: To Teach and
to Learn (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) without we know teach the one who reading it
become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry John Dewey in China: To Teach and to
Learn (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can bring whenever you are and not make your
handbag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This John Dewey in China: To Teach and to Learn (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture)
having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Noemi Burns:

Often the book John Dewey in China: To Teach and to Learn (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and
Culture) will bring one to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to explain the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The book John
Dewey in China: To Teach and to Learn (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) is much
recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to read
the book.

Barry Whitfield:

Is it a person who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This John Dewey in China: To Teach and
to Learn (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can be the answer, oh how comes? It's a book
you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd
activity. So what these books have than the others?

Marc Medina:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a book. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book John Dewey in China: To Teach and to
Learn (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) to make your reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading expertise is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you
enjoy to see it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be initial
opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside that the guide John Dewey in China: To
Teach and to Learn (SUNY series in Chinese Philosophy and Culture) can to be your brand-new friend when
you're really feel alone and confuse in what must you're doing of this time.
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