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For decades, anthropologist Hill Gates had waited for an opportunity to get to know the citizens of China as
she had done in Taiwan?face to face, over an extended period of time. At last in the late 1980s she set out on
an excursion to Sichuan Province. That visit was the first of many she would make there on a remarkable
double adventure: to gain a deeper understanding of Chinese women and to complete a difficult passage in
her own life. Looking for Chengdu is her memoir of these trips. By turns analytic, witty, and bittersweet,
Gates's observations on contemporary China are enlivened by a keen eye for the oddities of human behavior,
including her own.The vast, inland province of Sichuan was the birthplace of the Chinese economic reforms
of the 1970s, and is now speeding from the sixteenth to the twenty-first century. Was its economic boom
transforming women's lives, Gates wondered? After a generation of socialist rule, would women risk the
challenge of entrepreneurship? A feminist, she was especially curious to learn what Chinese of both sexes
defined as women's rights.Gates traveled?by boat, train, bus, car, bicycle, and foot (her preference)?across
the spectacular countryside, gleaning insight into China's massive bureaucracies from her experiences on an
obligatory vacation, in a Tibetan dance-hall, and at a shouting match in her Chengdu home. She met dozens
of hard-working, stylish women running family firms, and crossed paths with scholars and sailors. Her book
is rich in anecdotes and compelling moments, from her journey through mountain villages in search of five
thousand women with bound feet to low-voiced conversations about the Chengdu equivalent of the events at
Tiananmen Square.A fascinating glimpse into the deeply personal vocation of anthropology, Gates's memoir
will change the way readers think about the Chinese people.
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From reader reviews:

Frederick Avelar:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. As we know that book is very important for people. The book Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's
Adventures in China (The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) was making you to know about other
knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The
reserve Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues)
is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you experience bored.
You can spend your current spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using the book Looking
for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues). You never
really feel lose out for everything if you read some books.

Sandra Lowe:

The knowledge that you get from Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The
Anthropology of Contemporary Issues) may be the more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology of
Contemporary Issues) giving you joy feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in selected
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this publication is well-
known enough. This specific book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this
particular Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology of Contemporary
Issues) instantly.

Henry Baker:

Reading a book to become new life style in this yr; every people loves to study a book. When you go through
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due to
the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues)
provide you with a new experience in reading through a book.

Eric Valentine:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside many of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the



world. With the book Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China (The Anthropology of
Contemporary Issues) we can have more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative
person must like to read a book. Simply choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up
being doubt to change your life at this time book Looking for Chengdu: A Woman's Adventures in China
(The Anthropology of Contemporary Issues). You can more appealing than now.
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