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From the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo to the 1960s, Mexican American Catholics experienced racism
and discrimination within the U.S. Catholic church, as white priests and bishops maintained a racial divide in
all areas of the church's ministry. To oppose this religious apartheid and challenge the church to minister
fairly to all of its faithful, a group of Chicano priests formed PADRES (Padres Asociados para Derechos
Religiosos, Educativos y Sociales, or Priests Associated for Religious, Educational, and Social Rights) in
1969. Over the next twenty years of its existence, PADRES became a powerful force for change within the
Catholic church and for social justice within American society.

This book offers the first history of the founding, activism, victories, and defeats of PADRES. At the heart of
the book are oral history interviews with the founders of PADRES, who describe how their ministries in poor
Mexican American parishes, as well as their own experiences of racism and discrimination within and
outside the church, galvanized them into starting and sustaining the movement. Richard Martínez traces the
ways in which PADRES was inspired by the Chicano movement and other civil rights struggles of the 1960s
and also probes its linkages with liberation theology in Latin America. He uses a combination of social
movement theory and organizational theory to explain why the group emerged, flourished, and eventually
disbanded in 1989.
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From reader reviews:

Scottie Hicks:

The book untitled PADRES: The National Chicano Priest Movement is the publication that recommended to
you you just read. You can see the quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you. The language that
publisher use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The author was did a lot of
analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also
could possibly get the e-book of PADRES: The National Chicano Priest Movement from the publisher to
make you far more enjoy free time.

Lewis Skinner:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled PADRES: The National Chicano Priest Movement your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can become your mind
friends. Imaging just about every word written in a book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get prior to. The PADRES: The National Chicano Priest Movement
giving you one more experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful info for your
better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind is going to
be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Jerry Goble:

With this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
should do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the
list of books in the top record in your reading list is definitely PADRES: The National Chicano Priest
Movement. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Gilbert Westmoreland:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just trying to find the PADRES: The National Chicano Priest Movement when you required it?
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