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Terry McDonell has top-edited some of the most influential publications in American journalism. His new
book pulls back the curtain on his four-decade career as an editor, journalist, and media entrepreneur, with
stops at more than a dozen magazines: from the launch of Outside through tenures at Rolling Stone,
Newsweek, Esquire, Spoorts lllustrated, and, most recently, cofounding the literary website LitHub.

McDonell lays out the redlities between editors and writers with deadlines ticking, or with drinks on the bar.
His stories about the journalists, writers, and media personalities he has known can be both heartbreaking
and bitingly funny—playing “acid golf” with Hunter S. Thompson, practicing brinksmanship with David
Carr and Steve Jobs, working the European fashion scene with Liz Tilberis, pitching TV pilots with Richard
Price.

Here, too, isan insider’ s practical advice on how to recruit—and keep—high-profile talent; how to craft a
compelling lede; how to grow online traffic that tranglates into dollars; and how, in whatever format, on
whatever platform, agood editor really works. Taking us from the raucous days of New Journalism to
today’ s digital landscape, McDonell argues that the demand for storytelling from trustworthy news sources
keeps getting stronger.

A celebration of the pressures, obsessions, and satisfactions of awriting and editing life.
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From reader reviews:
Stephanie Carlton:

The book The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the great thing like abook The
Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers? A few of you have a different opinion about
reserve. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer
using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could
share al of these. Book The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writers has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. Y ou can search the enormous world by open up
and read ae-book. So it is very wonderful.

Donna Antonucci:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information today can get by anyone on everywhere.
The information can be ainformation or any news even a concern. What people must be consider whenever
those information which is in the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which one
would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you get the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and
Writers as the daily resource information.

Lee Parkin:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by itsinclude
may doesn't work at this point is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic
asin the outside appear likes. Maybe you answer may be The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing
and Writers why because the great cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth
sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Arthur Prince:

This The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writersis great e-book for you because the
content and that is full of information for you who have always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it facts accurately using great plan word or we can say no
rambling sentencesinsideit. So if you areread it hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't
mean it only provides straight forward sentences but challenging core information with wonderful delivering
sentences. Having The Accidental Life: An Editor's Notes on Writing and Writersin your hand like having
theworld in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you



world in ten or fifteen second right but this e-book already do that. So , thisis good reading book. Hello Mr.
and Mrs. stressful do you still doubt that?
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