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Acting Pilot Officer John Freeborn reported to RAF Hornchurch on 29 October, 1938. John was posted from
Flying Training School to join the already acclaimed 74 ‘Tiger’ Squadron at eighteen years of age. One of
the first people John met when he arrived at the station was Bob Stanford Tuck of 65 squadron. At that time
the Squadron was equipped with the Gloster Gauntlet. A Flight’s Commander was a well built, handsome
South African man called Adolf ‘Sailor’ Malan. On first meeting Malan, John thought he seemed nice
enough and soon learnt that he was a determined leader, a fine flyer and an aggressive fighter pilot. ‘He was
definitely the best shot there was’ John recalls. ‘Without question Malan was a brilliant marksman, but I
could out fly him and I bloody told him so too.’

John flew many operations with 74 Squadron in Spitfires during the early years of the war and The Battle of
Britain; he was awarded the DFC for his efforts.

During a brief respite for 74, John Freeborn was promoted to Flight Lieutenant and on 29 August he was
given command of A Flight. In 1941, the first couple of months saw 74 Squadron, now based at Biggin Hill
flying across the Channel with 92 and 66 Squadron conducting fighter Sweeps and Circus sorties over the
French coast. On 17 February 1941, John Freeborn learnt that he had been awarded a bar to his DFC. At that
time he had destroyed twelve enemy aircraft and damaged many more.

In December 1941, John Freeborn’s time with 57 OTU came to an end and shortly after, he was posted to the
United States of America as a Liaison Officer. Throughout the following years John would serve in 602
Squadron as a Squadron Leader supernumerary, then onto 118 Squadron as Commanding Officer and then
finally he became the RAF’s youngest Wing Commander, responsible for the 286 Italian Wing stationed at
Grottaglie. In 1946 John Connell Freeborn DFC and Bar left the Royal Air Force with honor and distinction.
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From reader reviews:

John Stanley:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of reserve you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular Tiger Cub: The Story of John
Freeborn DFC* is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Joseph Fulkerson:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or go to the outside with them loved ones
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or perhaps
playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read some sort of book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can
spent all day long to reading a book. The book Tiger Cub: The Story of John Freeborn DFC* it doesn't
matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading
this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy typically the e-book.
You can m0ore simply to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book
features high quality.

Raymond Floyd:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, small story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Tiger Cub: The Story of John
Freeborn DFC* that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man or woman
but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as
your good habit, you may pick Tiger Cub: The Story of John Freeborn DFC* become your own starter.

Peter Beaton:

You can find this Tiger Cub: The Story of John Freeborn DFC* by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this
book are various. Not only by simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the
modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem.
Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for
you.
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