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A readable analysis of postmodernity that provides a cultural context for its rise.

Though the term "postmodern" looms large on our cultural landscape, rarely do we find a systematic and
impartial discussion of the circumstances of its ascendance. Identity Crises offers just such an accounting. In
this book, Robert G. Dunn situates the intellectual currency of "the postmodern" within the larger context of
social and cultural change shaping the movement over the past several decades. Along the way, he offers a
necessary corrective to both the sociological and historical shortcomings of cultural criticism and the cultural
myopia of social science in considering the postmodern world.

Dunn explains contemporary culture and contemporary cultural criticism as part of a distinct historical
moment, one that entails new social relations as a consequence of new means of production. In place of
prevailing cultural and political constructions, Dunn proposes a "social relational" approach that explicitly
recognizes the structural and situational contexts of identity formation. He conceptualizes issues of identity
and difference in terms of social, cultural, and political transformations in the transition from modern to
postmodern society.

This provides a socio-historical perspective through which to consider the impact of consumption, mass
media, globalization, and new social movements on identity-forming processes.

Unique to this undertaking and crucial to Dunn's critique of poststructuralist and postmodern theories is his
application of the theory of George Herbert Mead as a more effective means of theorizing identity and
difference. Dunn's focus on postmodernity as opposed topostmodernism serves to ground the analysis of
identity and difference materially and socially.

Learned, evenhanded, and enlightening, Identity Crises is an essential demonstration of the connections
between cultural theory and criticism, contemporary culture, and sociological analysis.
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From reader reviews:

Flora Young:

With other case, little men and women like to read book Identity Crises: A Social Critique of Postmodernity.
You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a
book Identity Crises: A Social Critique of Postmodernity. You can add expertise and of course you can
around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can realize everything! From
your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple issue until wonderful thing
you are able to know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or even searching by internet unit. It is
called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's study.

Jeff Puckett:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or it for all people in the world,
what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has different
personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Identity Crises: A Social Critique of
Postmodernity. All type of book is it possible to see on many resources. You can look for the internet
resources or other social media.

Jimmy Martinez:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the sea world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Identity Crises: A
Social Critique of Postmodernity, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its
referred to as reading friends.

Douglas Elem:

Identity Crises: A Social Critique of Postmodernity can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Identity Crises: A Social
Critique of Postmodernity however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information could drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial pondering.
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