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On 18 April 1861, assistant presidential secretary John Hay recorded in his diary the report of several women
that "some young Virginian long haired swaggering chivalrous of course. . . and half a dozen others
including a daredevil guerrilla from Richmond named Ficklin would do a thing within forty eight hours that
would ring through the world."

The women feared that the Virginian planned either to assassinate or to capture the president. Calling this a
"harrowing communication," Hay continued his entry: "They went away and I went to the bedside of the
Chief couché. I told him the yarn; he quietly grinned."

This is but one of the dramatic entries in Hay’s Civil War diary, presented here in a definitive edition by
Michael Burlingame and John R. Turner Ettlinger. Justly deemed the most intimate record we will ever have
of Abraham Lincoln in the White House, the Hay diary is, according to Burlingame and Ettlinger, "one of
the richest deposits of high-grade ore for the smelters of Lincoln biographers and Civil War historians."
While the Cabinet diaries of Salmon P. Chase, Edward Bates, and Gideon Welles also shed much light on
Lincoln’s presidency, as does the diary of Senator Orville Hickman Browning, none of these diaries has the
literary flair of Hay’s, which is, as Lincoln’s friend Horace White noted, as "breezy and sparkling as
champagne." An aspiring poet, Hay recorded events in a scintillating style that the lawyer-politician diarists
conspicuously lacked.

Burlingame and Ettlinger’s edition of the diary is the first to publish the complete text of all of Hay’s entries
from 1861 through 1864. In 1939 Tyler Dennett published Lincoln and the Civil War in the Diaries and
Letters of John Hay, which, as Civil War historian Allan Nevins observed, was "rather casually edited." This
new edition is essential in part because Dennett omitted approximately 10 percent of Hay’s 1861–64 entries.

Not only did the Dennett edition omit important parts of the diaries, it also introduced some glaring errors.
More than three decades ago, John R. Turner Ettlinger, then in charge of Special Collections at the Brown
University Library, made a careful and literal transcript of the text of the diary, which involved deciphering
Hay’s difficult and occasionally obscure writing. In particular, passages were restored that had been
canceled, sometimes heavily, by the first editors for reasons of confidentiality and propriety. Ettlinger’s text
forms the basis for the present edition, which also incorporates, with many additions and much updating by
Burlingame, a body of notes providing a critical apparatus to the diary, identifying historical events and
persons.
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From reader reviews:

Michelle Johnson:

This Inside Lincoln's White House: The Complete Civil War Diary of John Hay are generally reliable for
you who want to become a successful person, why. The main reason of this Inside Lincoln's White House:
The Complete Civil War Diary of John Hay can be one of several great books you must have will be giving
you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that might be will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-
book and printed people. Beside that this Inside Lincoln's White House: The Complete Civil War Diary of
John Hay forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of
critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

Jane Kim:

This Inside Lincoln's White House: The Complete Civil War Diary of John Hay is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who all always deal with world and have to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can
say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean
it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with splendid delivering
sentences. Having Inside Lincoln's White House: The Complete Civil War Diary of John Hay in your hand
like having the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no guide that offer
you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this guide already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey there
Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?

Sara Pacheco:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Inside Lincoln's White House:
The Complete Civil War Diary of John Hay is simple to bring you can read it in the playground, in the
beach, train and also soon. If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy
the particular e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone.
Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Annamarie Hernandez:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Inside Lincoln's White House: The
Complete Civil War Diary of John Hay to make your own reading is interesting. Your personal skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy
to learn it and mingle the feeling about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to
start a book and read it. Beside that the publication Inside Lincoln's White House: The Complete Civil War
Diary of John Hay can to be a newly purchased friend when you're sense alone and confuse in doing what



must you're doing of the time.
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