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The familiar image of Los Angeles as a metropolis built for the automobile is crumbling. Traffic, air
pollution, and sprawl motivated citizens to support urban rail as an alternative to driving, and the city has
started to reinvent itself by developing compact neighborhoods adjacent to transit. As a result of pressure
from local leaders, particularly with the election of Tom Bradley as mayor in 1973, the Los Angeles Metro
Rail gradually took shape in the consummate car city.

Railtown presents the history of this system by drawing on archival documents, contemporary news
accounts, and interviews with many of the key players to provide critical behind-the-scenes accounts of the
people and forces that shaped the system. Ethan Elkind brings this important story to life by showing how
ambitious local leaders zealously advocated for rail transit and ultimately persuaded an ambivalent electorate
and federal leaders to support their vision.

Although Metro Rail is growing in ridership and political importance, with expansions in the pipeline, Elkind
argues that local leaders will need to reform the rail planning and implementation process to avoid repeating
past mistakes and to ensure that Metro Rail supports a burgeoning demand for transit-oriented
neighborhoods in Los Angeles. This engaging history of Metro Rail provides lessons for how the American
car-dominated cities of today can reinvent themselves as thriving railtowns of tomorrow.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Alexander:

Typically the book Railtown: The Fight for the Los Angeles Metro Rail and the Future of the City will bring
you to the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique.
Should you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book Railtown: The Fight for
the Los Angeles Metro Rail and the Future of the City is much recommended to you to read. You can also
get the e-book through the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Anna Lewis:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Railtown: The Fight for the Los
Angeles Metro Rail and the Future of the City reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who read the book. Written within good manner for you,
dripping every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question
Railtown: The Fight for the Los Angeles Metro Rail and the Future of the City as good book not simply by
the cover but also with the content. This is one reserve that can break don't evaluate book by its deal with, so
do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Frank Godwin:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at, not
only science book but novel and Railtown: The Fight for the Los Angeles Metro Rail and the Future of the
City as well as others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the fantastic a book,
you feel want to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or even students especially.
Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In different case, beside science book, any other
book likes Railtown: The Fight for the Los Angeles Metro Rail and the Future of the City to make your spare
time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Dawn Fernandez:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the very best book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It
is identified as of book Railtown: The Fight for the Los Angeles Metro Rail and the Future of the City. You
can add your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and
make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one spot
to other place.
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