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Thomas Merton (1915-1968) was a Roman Catholic priest, a Trappist monk, a social activist, and a poet.
Author of the celebrated autobiography The Seven Storey Mountain, Merton has been described as the most
important American religious writer of the past hundred years. One of the notable characteristics of Merton's
writing, both in poetry and in prose, was his seamless intermingling of religious and Romantic elements, an
intermingling that, because of his gifts as a writer and because of his enormous influence, has had the effect
of making widespread a distinctive form of religious thought and expression. In Thomas Merton and the
Inclusive Imagination, Ross Labrie reveals the breadth of Merton's intellectual reach by taking an original
and systematic look at Merton's thought, which is generally regarded as eclectic and unsystematic.

What captured Merton's attention about Romanticism and mysticism and what held his attention virtually all
his life was his consciousness of the ontological significance of unity and wholeness. Even though he was far
from being a systematic thinker, Merton's writings form a coherent whole when considered from the point of
view of his emphasis on unity and wholeness. Labrie skillfully examines Merton's letters, journals, and
individual works to show the full expanse of his contribution. By using insights from the Romantic literary
tradition and from the mystical tradition, the author is able to make sense of Merton's writings from all
periods of his life. Although Labrie covers such sweeping topics as consciousness, self, being, nature, time,
myth, culture, and individuation, remaining focused on Merton's specific, unique contributions in each area.

This thought-provoking work, which takes into account material from the recent full publication of Merton's
journals and from his Columbia University notebooks on Romanticism, not only shows Merton's intellectual
growth but provides a look at his expansive interests as well. Thomas Merton and the Inclusive Imagination
will make a significant contribution to Merton studies.
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From reader reviews:

Veronica McFadden:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yep, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Thomas Merton
and the Inclusive Imagination? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your
time with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you
have different opinion?

Carol Johnson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily
share their idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire all their reader with
their story or maybe their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write
about the ability about something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
children, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is this Thomas
Merton and the Inclusive Imagination.

Jose Coleman:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent all day long
to reading a book. The book Thomas Merton and the Inclusive Imagination it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. If you did
not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to
read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Al Fraire:

What is your hobby? Have you heard which question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person just like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is Thomas Merton and the
Inclusive Imagination.
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