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The ancient kingdom of Benin lies in the tropical rain forest of West Africa, in present-day Nigeria. During
its classical age, from the fourteenth to the nineteenth century, it produced one of the continent's most
glorious artistic legacies. To reflect the splendor of the royal court, the Oba (king) commissioned highly
skilled artisans to create rare and beautiful works of cast brass and carved ivory. These included human and
animal figures, relief plaques, elephant tusks, pendants, bracelets, life-size commemorative heads of Obas
and queen mothers, and ceremonial objects to adorn the royal palace and the altars honoring Obas of the
past. The exquisite brass heads were intended to function as objects celebrating ancestors, as war trophies,
and as focal points for sacrificial ceremonies. This volume presents a superb selection of artifacts from the
Museum fur Volkerkunde in Vienna, home to one of the world's foremost collections of Benin art. Most of
these artifacts were acquired at the end of the last century, when the influx of Benin objects into Europe after
the destruction of Benin City caused a sensation among art experts and caught the interest of museum
representatives and private collectors. Of the more than one hundred works reproduced here in full color, the
majority have never been seen as a group in the U.S. Most celebrated are the cast brass sculptures - including
the two figures of dwarfs - which have no parallel in sub-Saharan Africa. A history of the kingdom of Benin
up to the British punitive expedition of 1897 provides insight into the politics and culture of one of Africa's
greatest civilizations. Further chapters discuss the court hierarchy, the art of brasscasting,the art of Benin and
its symbolism, and the history of the Benin Collection in Vienna. To interpret the rich symbolism in Benin
art, the book furnishes detailed analyses of the works that are reproduced. In his description of myths and
ritual observances, the author presents a fa
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From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

What do you regarding book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material if you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They should answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is proper. Because
start from on guardería until university need this particular Benin: Royal Art of Africa from the Museum Fur
Volkerkunde, Vienna to read.

Cheryl Phelps:

Precisely why? Because this Benin: Royal Art of Africa from the Museum Fur Volkerkunde, Vienna is an
unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the
secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
wonderful way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I have been you I will
go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Fidel Auxier:

This Benin: Royal Art of Africa from the Museum Fur Volkerkunde, Vienna is great reserve for you because
the content and that is full of information for you who also always deal with world and get to make decision
every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great plan word or we can declare no
rambling sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Benin: Royal Art of Africa from the Museum Fur Volkerkunde, Vienna in your hand like
finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer
you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr.
and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Pauline Browne:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book has been rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Benin: Royal Art of Africa from the Museum Fur
Volkerkunde, Vienna or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher as well as



students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to increase their knowledge. In other case, beside science
publication, any other book likes Benin: Royal Art of Africa from the Museum Fur Volkerkunde, Vienna to
make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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