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In the 1960s and 1970s, a popular diagnosis for America’s problems was that society was becoming a
madhouse. In this intellectual and cultural history, Michael E. Staub examines a time when many believed
insanity was a sane reaction to obscene social conditions, psychiatrists were agents of repression, asylums
were gulags for society’s undesirables, and mental illness was a concept with no medical basis.

Madness Is Civilization explores the general consensus that societal ills—from dysfunctional marriage and
family dynamics to the Vietnam War, racism, and sexism—were at the root of mental illness. Staub
chronicles the surge in influence of socially attuned psychodynamic theories along with the rise of radical
therapy and psychiatric survivors' movements. He shows how the theories of antipsychiatry held
unprecedented sway over an enormous range of medical, social, and political debates until a bruising
backlash against these theories—part of the reaction to the perceived excesses and self-absorptions of the
1960s—effectively distorted them into caricatures. Throughout, Staub reveals that at stake in these debates
of psychiatry and politics was nothing less than how to think about the institution of the family, the nature of
the self, and the prospects for, and limits of, social change.

 The first study to describe how social diagnostic thinking emerged, Madness Is Civilization casts new light
on the politics of the postwar era.
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From reader reviews:

Edward Peterson:

Here thing why this Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 are different and
dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content than it
which is the content is as tasty as food or not. Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social,
1948-1980 giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no
publication that similar with Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980. It gives
you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even
in your way home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the
form of Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 in e-book can be your
substitute.

Leslie Babcock:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline Madness Is
Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 suitable to you? The actual book was written by
popular writer in this era. The book untitled Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-
1980is a single of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired a number of
people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know
previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way, so all of people can easily to know the
core of this e-book. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you
see the represented of the world within this book.

Amanda Bell:

Reading a book to get new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge,
due to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, along with soon. The
Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 provide you with new experience in
studying a book.

Sunday Richey:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but in
addition native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know
those publications have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980 we can



acquire more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life
with that book Madness Is Civilization: When the Diagnosis Was Social, 1948-1980. You can more inviting
than now.
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