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John Banville, the Man Booker Prize–winning author of The Sea and Ancient Light, now gives us a new
novel—at once trenchant, witty, and shattering—about the intricacies of artistic creation, about theft, and
about the ways in which we learn to possess one another, and to hold on to ourselves.

Equally self-aggrandizing and self-deprecating, our narrator, Oliver Otway Orme (“O O O. An absurdity.
You could hang me over the door of a pawnshop”), is a painter of some renown and a petty thief who has
never before been caught and steals only for pleasure. Both art and the art of thievery have been part of his
“endless effort at possession,” but now he’s pushing fifty, feels like a hundred, and things have not been
going so well. Having recognized the “man-killing crevasse” that exists between what he sees and any
representation he might make of it, he has stopped painting. And his last act of thievery—the last time he felt
its “secret shiver of bliss”—has been discovered. The fact that the purloined possession was the wife of the
man who was, perhaps, his best friend has compelled him to run away—from his mistress, his home, his
wife; from whatever remains of his impulse to paint; and from a tragedy that has long haunted him—and to
sequester himself in the house where he was born. Trying to uncover in himself the answer to how and why
things have turned out as they have, excavating memories of family, of places he has called home, and of the
way he has apprehended the world around him (“one of my eyes is forever turning towards the world
beyond”), Olly reveals the very essence of a man who, in some way, has always been waiting to be rescued
from himself.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Bell:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book The Blue Guitar: A novel. You can choose the best book
if you appreciate reading a book. Providing we know about how is important the book The Blue Guitar: A
novel. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can learn everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be
known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book
or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go
to the library. Let's study.

Roderick Olin:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking The Blue Guitar: A novel that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the opportinity for people to know world far better then how they react to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be
success person. So , for all you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick The Blue
Guitar: A novel become your own personal starter.

Shannon Bland:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many issue for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some people
likes studying, not only science book but novel and The Blue Guitar: A novel or perhaps others sources were
given know-how for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel would like to read more
and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them
to add their knowledge. In some other case, beside science e-book, any other book likes The Blue Guitar: A
novel to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Vanessa Palacios:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this
time there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as
can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says,
ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this The Blue Guitar: A novel can make you really feel more interested
to read.
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