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In The Genesis of Animal Play, Gordon Burghardt examines the origins and evolution of play in humans and
animals. He asks what play might mean in our understanding of evolution, the brain, behavioral organization,
and psychology. Is play essential to development? Is it the driving force behind human and animal behavior?
What is the proper place for the study of play in the cognitive, behavioral, and biological sciences?The
engaging nature of play -- who does not enjoy watching a kitten attack a ball of yarn? -- has made it difficult
to study. Some scholars have called play undefinable, nonexistent, or a mystery outside the realm of
scientific analysis. Using the comparative perspectives of ethology and psychology, The Genesis of Animal
Play goes further than other studies in reviewing the evidence of play throughout the animal kingdom, from
human babies to animals not usually considered playful. Burghardt finds that although playfulness may have
been essential to the origin of much that we consider distinctive in human (and mammalian) behavior, it only
develops through a specific set of interactions among developmental, evolutionary, ecological, and
physiological processes. Furthermore, play is not always beneficial or adaptive.Part I offers a detailed
discussion of play in placental mammals (including children) and develops an integrative framework called
surplus resource theory. The most fascinating and most controversial sections of the book, perhaps, are in the
seven chapters in part II in which Burghardt presents evidence of playfulness in such unexpected groups of
animals as kangaroos, birds, lizards, and "Fish That Leap, Juggle, and Tease." Burghardt concludes by
considering the implications of the diversity of play for future research, and suggests that understanding the
origin and development of play can shape our view of society and its accomplishments through history.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a information or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking seriously which
one is acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you receive the unstable resource
then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen with you if you take The Genesis of Animal Play: Testing the Limits (MIT
Press) as the daily resource information.

Justin Campbell:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family or
their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that's look different you can read
the book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent the whole day
to reading a book. The book The Genesis of Animal Play: Testing the Limits (MIT Press) it is quite good to
read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore
effortlessly to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book features high
quality.

Dolores Young:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large amount
of stress from both way of life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely indeed. People is human not only a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
try this one, reading publications. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the book
you have read will be The Genesis of Animal Play: Testing the Limits (MIT Press).

Jack Nguyen:

Within this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience a look at some books. Among the
books in the top checklist in your reading list is The Genesis of Animal Play: Testing the Limits (MIT Press).
This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By
looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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