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On a cold February morning in 1987, amidst freezing rain and driving winds, a group of protesters stood
outside of the Unitarian Universalist Church in Amherst, Massachusetts. The target of their protest was the
minister inside, who was handing out condoms to his congregation while delivering a sermon about AIDS,
dramatizing the need for the church to confront the seemingly ever-expanding crisis. The minister's words
and actions were met with a standing ovation from the overflowing audience, but he could not linger to enjoy
their applause. Having received threats in advance of the service, he dashed out of the sanctuary immediately
upon finishing his sermon. Such was the climate for religious AIDS activism in the 1980s.

In After the Wrath of God, Anthony Petro vividly narrates the religious history of AIDS in America. Delving
into the culture wars over sex, morality, and the future of the American nation, he demonstrates how
religious leaders and AIDS activists have shaped debates over sexual morality and public health from the
1980s to the present day. While most attention to religion and AIDS foregrounds the role of the Religious
Right, Petro takes a much broader view, encompassing the range of mainline Protestant, evangelical, and
Catholic groups--alongside AIDS activist organizations--that shaped public discussions of AIDS prevention
and care in the U.S. Petro analyzes how the AIDS crisis prompted American Christians across denominations
and political persuasions to speak publicly about sexuality--especially homosexuality--and to foster a moral
discourse on sex that spoke not only to personal concerns but to anxieties about the health of the nation. He
reveals how the epidemic increased efforts to advance a moral agenda regarding the health benefits of
abstinence and monogamy, a legacy glimpsed as much in the traction gained by abstinence education
campaigns as in the more recent cultural purchase of gay marriage.

The first book to detail the history of religion and the AIDS epidemic in the U.S., After the Wrath of God is
essential reading for anyone concerned with the intersection of religion and public health.
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From reader reviews:

Nancy Wiersma:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading addiction give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book this
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of reserve you read, if you
want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read one
together with theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The particular After the Wrath of God: AIDS,
Sexuality, and American Religion is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tony Paulson:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love After the Wrath of God:
AIDS, Sexuality, and American Religion, you can enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still would
like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get
it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Bernard Walker:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try to pick
one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be After the Wrath of God: AIDS, Sexuality, and American
Religion why because the wonderful cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint you actually. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly direct you to pick up this book.

Gay Swiderski:

Reading a book to become new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, and also soon. The After
the Wrath of God: AIDS, Sexuality, and American Religion will give you a new experience in examining a
book.
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