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This absorbing and award-winning biography tells the story of the tragedies and triumphs of Clara Wieck
Schumann (1819-1896), a musician of remarkable achievements. At once artist, composer, editor, teacher,
wife, and mother of eight children, she was an important force in the musical world of her time. To show
how Schumann surmounted the obstacles facing female artists in the nineteenth century, Nancy B. Reich has
drawn on previously unexplored primary sources: unpublished diaries, letters, and family papers, as well as
concert programs. Going beyond the familiar legends of the Schumann literature, she applies the tools of
musicological scholarship and the insights of psychology to provide a new, full-scale portrait.

The book is divided into two parts. In Part One, Reich follows Clara Schumann's life from her early years as
a child prodigy through her marriage to Robert Schumann and into the forty years after his death, when she
established and maintained an extraordinary European career while supporting and supervising a household
and seven children. Part Two covers four major themes in Schumann's life: her relationship with Johannes
Brahms and other friends and contemporaries; her creative work; her life on the concert stage; and her
success as a teacher.

Throughout, excerpts from diaries and letters in Reich's own translations clear up misconceptions about her
life and achievements and her partnership with Robert Schumann. Highlighting aspects of Clara Schumann's
personality and character that have been neglected by earlier biographers, this candid and eminently readable
account adds appreciably to our understanding of a fascinating artist and woman.

For this revised edition, Reich has added several photographs and updated the text to include recent
discoveries. She has also prepared a Catalogue of Works that includes all of Clara Schumann's known
published and unpublished compositions and works she edited, as well as descriptions of the autographs, the
first editions, the modern editions, and recent literature on each piece. The Catalogue also notes Schumann's
performances of her own music and provides pertinent quotations from letters, diaries, and contemporary
reviews.
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From reader reviews:

Dana Barker:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider when those
information which is inside the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource
then you have it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen within you if you take Clara Schumann: The Artist and the Woman as your daily resource
information.

Dorothy Cropper:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill
your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the book untitled Clara Schumann: The Artist and the Woman can be fine
book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Amado Elam:

Typically the book Clara Schumann: The Artist and the Woman has a lot of information on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was written by the very famous author. Tom makes
some research before write this book. This book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after
scanning this book.

David Cormier:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Clara Schumann: The Artist and the
Woman e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand
by anyone who also read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and
producing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Clara Schumann: The Artist
and the Woman as good book not just by the cover but also through the content. This is one reserve that can
break don't judge book by its deal with, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh
come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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