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An unprecedented collection of polemical and autobiographical writings by America’s greatest
composer-critic. Following on the critically acclaimed 2014 edition of Virgil Thomson's collected
newspaper music criticism, The Library of America and Pulitzer Prize–winning music critic Tim Page now
present Thomson’s other literary and critical works, a body of writing that constitutes America’s musical
declaration of independence from the European past. This volume opens with The State of Music (1939), the
book that made Thomson’s name as a critic and won him his 14-year stint at the New York Herald Tribune.
This no-holds-barred polemic, here presented in its revised edition of 1962, discusses the commissions, jobs,
and other opportunities available to the American composer, a worker in a world of performance and
broadcast institutions that, today as much as in Thomson’s time, are dominated by tin-eared, non-musical
patrons of the arts who are shocked by the new and suspicious of native talent. Thomson’s autobiography,
Virgil Thomson (1966), is more than just the story of the struggle of one such American composer, it is an
intellectual, aesthetic, and personal chronicle of the twentieth century, from World War I–era Kansas City to
Harvard in the age of straw boaters, from Paris in the Twenties and Thirties to Manhattan in the Forties and
after. A classic American memoir, it is marked by a buoyant wit, a true gift for verbal portrait-making, and a
cast of characters including Aaron Copland, Gertrude Stein, James Joyce, Paul Bowles, John Houseman, and
Orson Welles. American Music Since 1910 (1971) is a series of incisive essays on the lives and works of
Ives, Ruggles, Varèse, Copland, Cage, and others who helped define a national musical idiom. Music with
Words (1989), Thomson’s final book, is a distillation of a subject he knew better than perhaps any other
American composer: how to set English—especially American English—to music, in opera and art song.
The volume is rounded out by a judicious selection of Thomson’s magazine journalism from 1957 to
1984—thirty-seven pieces, most of them previously uncollected, including many long-form review-essays
written for The New York Review of Books.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Stein:

This Virgil Thomson: The State of Music & Other Writings: Library of America #277 (The Library of
America) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you
receive by reading this book is information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Virgil Thomson: The State of
Music & Other Writings: Library of America #277 (The Library of America) without we know teach the one
who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't be worry Virgil Thomson: The State of
Music & Other Writings: Library of America #277 (The Library of America) can bring if you are and not
make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn out to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop
even mobile phone. This Virgil Thomson: The State of Music & Other Writings: Library of America #277
(The Library of America) having fine arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not experience
uninterested in reading.

Virginia Benson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading
book consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a reserve will give you a lot
of new facts. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of
various ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading a book will make you more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine
the story how the people do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read
this Virgil Thomson: The State of Music & Other Writings: Library of America #277 (The Library of
America), you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge can
inspire different ones, make them reading a publication.

Holly Hughes:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will certainly filled the space in your house, you could
have it in e-book technique, more simple and reachable. This particular Virgil Thomson: The State of Music
& Other Writings: Library of America #277 (The Library of America) can give you a lot of good friends
because by you considering this one book you have thing that they don't and make you actually more like an
interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This guide offer you
information that perhaps your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than additional make you to be great
men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Virgil Thomson: The State of Music & Other Writings:
Library of America #277 (The Library of America).

Justin Belz:

A number of people said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt the idea when



they get a half regions of the book. You can choose typically the book Virgil Thomson: The State of Music
& Other Writings: Library of America #277 (The Library of America) to make your current reading is
interesting. Your own personal skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose
straightforward book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the impression about book and looking at
especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open up a book and read it. Beside that the publication
Virgil Thomson: The State of Music & Other Writings: Library of America #277 (The Library of America)
can to be a newly purchased friend when you're experience alone and confuse in doing what must you're
doing of their time.
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