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With the 1981 publication of the groundbreaking anthology This Bridge Called My Back: Writings by
Radical Women of Color, Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa ushered in an era of Chicana lesbian writing.
But while these two writers have achieved iconic status, observers of the Chicana/o experience have been
slow to perceive the existence of a whole community—lesbian and straight, male as well as female—who
write about the Chicana lesbian experience. To create a first full map of that community, this book explores a
wide range of plays, novels, and short stories by Chicana/o authors that depict lesbian characters or lesbian
desire.

Catrióna Rueda Esquibel starts from the premise that Chicana/o communities, theories, and feminisms
cannot be fully understood without taking account of the perspectives and experiences of Chicana lesbians.
To open up these perspectives, she engages in close readings of works centered around the following themes:
La Llorona, the Aztec Princess, Sor Juana Inés de la Cruz, girlhood friendships, rural communities and
history, and Chicana activism. Her investigation broadens the community of Chicana lesbian writers well
beyond Moraga and Anzaldúa, while it also demonstrates that the histories of Chicana lesbians have had to
be written in works of fiction because these women have been marginalized and excluded in canonical
writings on Chicano life and experience.
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From reader reviews:

Joyce Adam:

The book With Her Machete in Her Hand: Reading Chicana Lesbians (Chicana Matters) can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the best thing like a book With Her Machete in Her Hand: Reading Chicana Lesbians (Chicana Matters)? A
few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is
absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or information that you take for
that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book With Her Machete in Her Hand:
Reading Chicana Lesbians (Chicana Matters) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

John Householder:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for all of us. The book With Her Machete in Her Hand: Reading Chicana
Lesbians (Chicana Matters) had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take
more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication With Her Machete in Her Hand:
Reading Chicana Lesbians (Chicana Matters) is not only giving you considerably more new information but
also to become your friend when you really feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your
publication. Try to make relationship while using book With Her Machete in Her Hand: Reading Chicana
Lesbians (Chicana Matters). You never feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

William Todaro:

Often the book With Her Machete in Her Hand: Reading Chicana Lesbians (Chicana Matters) has a lot
details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the
very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy
to read you can find the point easily after reading this article book.

Donna Robinson:

As a college student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library
or to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's soul or
real their hobby. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to the library. They go to right now there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring along with
can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. So , this With Her Machete in Her Hand: Reading Chicana Lesbians (Chicana Matters) can make
you truly feel more interested to read.
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